[Infarction with angiographically normal coronary vessels. (20 cases)].
Over 8 years, 20 cases of infarction with normal coronary angiography have been reported, representing 0.9% of the patients who underwent a coronary angiography after a myocardial infarction. The main characteristics of these patients are compared with those taken from the literature. The occurrence of this disease mainly depends on the age: especially higher when the patients are younger, ranging between 1 and 4% in major series, but it may reach 25% in case of infarction occurring before the age of 30. Therefore, this entity mainly affects young patients (mean age in the literature: 34.3 years), with a large proportion of women (27%). The main risk factor is smoking, found in 3 out of 4 men an more than half of the women; on the contrary, hypercholesterolemia and arterial hypertension are only seldom found. In women, administration of estro-progestative medications in mentioned in almost every other case. Coronary heredity is mentioned in one out of 3 cases. In 68% of the cases, the infarction is the original manifestation and frequently occurs during stress: 60 p. cent of the cases. The site of the necrosis is insignificant. Mortality is low: 2 p. cent but in 5 p. cent of the cases, the course may be complicated by recurrence or heart failure. According to recent findings on coronary angiography during the acute phase, the pathogenesis could involve an arterial coronary thrombosis, perhaps developing on minimal coronary lesions, caused by a spasm and/or a platelets hyperaggregation; then this coronary thrombosis is revascularized.